Own the 29% September 2006 we enmbarked on the trip of a Lifetime, finally
after all those wonths of waiting, the day was here!  Arviving at
Christchurch Alrport at 4 zo0am, we booked tn our luggage, saitd our
goodbyes and set off on the long journey to japan! Twelve hours later we
arrived in Osaka, all very tived, but extremely excited. There was no thme
to stop andl vest, it was stralght through customs and off to catch the
bullet train. The station was buzzing with people and it was ‘hold on to
Your bags and follow the Leaders’t  About two hours Later we reached our
destination, Kurashikl city.

We stayjed our first night in japan at ‘1, 2, 3 HOTEL'. We were all very
fascinated by the different tollets and, heated toilet seats! That night we
flopped into our beds for a good wights sleep. The next day we went to
City Hall and wmet our Host Famdlies, feeling both excited and wnervous.
The nenvousness soon passed whew [ realised that my host family were
very nice people, and made me feel so welconme.

The first week of my journey [ attended Nishi junior High school with my
Younger Host sister Yuka.  found school fun, everyone was so friendly
and made me feel very welcome. The school was very old, which surprised
me, but [ had a great time and | experienced many new things, [ ate a
school lunch everyday which sometimes didn't look very appealing but |
oave it all a go and it wasn't all that bad. AlL of the children had club
after school, which is a sport of thelr cholce. Also tn my flrst week our
group Visited an Blementary School. We performed for them, and they
taught us how to play different japanese style games and how to make
Udown, Japanese noodles.

n the seconol week we went sight-seelng. At Mitsubishi Motors car
factorg, we saw how the cars were made. | think that it (s oteﬁw’uceLg WLOYe
Interesting for the boys. we also went to see a japanese garden, which was



very beautiful, it would have beew better if we had gone in swmmer or
spring, and [ thought it was a Lot like what we see in New Zealand.

My favourite part of the trip, was our Visit to Hiroshima. ( remember as
soon as we got in there we all just went silent and felt the sadness of the
people.  wWe saw the Atom Dome which was incredible. We placed the
Cranes that we hao made in the Peace Park. At the Museuwm we saw all the
pletures and wmonuments of what actually happened when the bomb was
dropped on Hivoshima. You can never really know what it is Like till You
go there and see all the devastating photos and read all the stories, it had
a huge effect on all of us. The group all felt so privileged to be there and
have the opportunity see what it was Like.

Later in the week the group went to Aeon Mall, a large shopplng complex.
The shopping was great! All of us girls went crazy!

This was a great experience for me | found the Host Family programme
really good especially enjoyed the opportunity to experience the Japanese
culture, My host family took me to many places Like Tivoll Park and the
Blkawn area, | also played tennls with my family each weekend!

U had a great trip; the Leaders (David and Junko) were absoLu’ceLg
fantastic, and really wice people who put in a lot of hard work to make
this trip possible. The group all enjoyed themselves, and would all go back
in a second. [t s a really great opportunity to travel and experience a
different culture, and make a new set of friends, both from New Zealanol
and japan.

lt was a trip of a lifetime. [ encourage everyone to go - the Japanese are
great friendly people, and made the trip that much wmore fun!
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