
SPRINGTIME IN JAPAN
14 Day Guided Tour – March/April 2008

Sunday 23rd March (Easter)	 Auckland to Osaka

Assemble at Auckland Airport for the daytime flight to Kansai, Osaka. On arrival 
transfer to Sakai, Wellington’s sister city.  

Monday 24th March	 Sakai	

Time to acclimatise to Japan and perhaps explore its second city – Osaka.  Those not 
taking the homestay option offered by the people of Sakai will stay at the Comfort 
Hotel.

Tuesday 25th March	 Sakai to Kurashiki

Travel by local train and shinkansen (bullet train) to Kurashiki, sister city of 
Christchurch. Stop to collect your Japan Rail Pass at Shin Osaka and visit the 
spectacular and original Himeji Castle. In Kurashiki, visit the historic trading 
quarter. Acccommodation is at Terminal Hotel or homestays provided by Kurashiki-
Christchurch Friendship Association.    

Wednesday 26th March	 Day Trip to Hiroshima and Miyajima 

Take the streetcar to the Peace Memorial Park to experience the moving Peace 
Museum and surrounding memorials. Then on to Miyajima, to visit Itsukushima 
Shrine with its famous torii gate set in the bay, and with time to explore the island.  
Return by train to Kurashiki.

Thursday 27th March	 Kurashiki to Kyoto

Spend two nights in the famous historic capital of Kyoto. With luck the cherry 
blossoms will be in full bloom. Acccommodation is at the Hearton Hotel.         

Friday 28th March	 Kyoto

Take an organised day tour of such places as Nijo Castle, Kinkaku-ji (Golden 
Pavilion), and Heian Shrine.  In the evening visit the markets, and wander the 
famous Gion District with its traditional night life. 

Saturday 29th March	 Kyoto to Hakone

Travel to Hakone, sister city of Taupo and famous for its hot springs, outdoor 
activities, natural beauty and the view of nearby Mt. Fuji.  Accommodation is at 
Yumoto Cesar Hotel. 

Sunday 30th March	 Hakone 

Free day to enjoy the sights of Fuji-Hakone-Izu National Park, nearby Mishima (New 
Plymouth’s sister city) or Nagaizumi, (Wanganui’s sister city).

Monday 31st March	 Hakone to Tokyo 

Travel the short distance to Tokyo.   Acccommodation is at the Hearton Hotel, 
Shinagawa (Auckland’s sister city in Tokyo).  On arrival, there is plenty of free time 
to take in the scale and vibrancy of one of the world’s Great Cities.



TOUR COST $5,250.00 per person ex 
Auckland, share twin.

Images supplied by japan-guide.com

Included:

•	 Airfares Auckland to Japan return including departure & security 
taxes.

•	 Western business hotel rooms (including breakfasts), with 
homestay options at selected sister city destinations.  For those 
overnighting in Auckland, accommodation there is your own 
care.  Hotels might vary from those listed. 

•	 All scheduled transport in Japan, including 7 day Japan Rail Pass 
for use 25-31 March. 

•	 Guided tours in Kyoto and Tokyo, including entrance fees and 
lunch.

•	 Entrance to Himeji Castle, transport and entrances on day trip to 
Hiroshima.

•	 Pre tour information pack on Japan, with backgrounder on 
places to be visited.

Additional Information

•	 If your sister city is not a listed destination and you would like 
to pay a visit, flexibility is possible in travel and costings to allow 
that, and introductions can be made. However all arrangements 
outside the group tour will be your own care. 

•	 The tour requires a reasonable level of fitness and the ability to 
carry one’s own luggage at railway stations.

•	 The homestay option is strongly recommended as a valuable part 
of the people-to-people experience that is a feature of this tour.  

Terms of Payment

•	 The Tour Cost is payable to Sister 
Cities New Zealand Inc. by direct 
credit or cheque. 

•	 To secure your booking, a non-
refundable deposit of $200 per 
person is required. Full payment is 
required 45 days prior to departure. 
A cancellation fee of 50% applies 
from 30 days before departure. 

Not included:

•	 Lunches and dinners, except as 
provided on organised tours and by 
sister city hosts

•	 Local transport in free time.  Note:  
Rail Pass is only valid on JR lines, 
which exclude subways and some 
local trains. 

•	 Travel insurance (mandatory).
•	 Passport and visa fees (if applicable).
•	 Items of a personal nature.

Tuesday 1st April	 Tokyo

A full day of organised tour activities, taking in aspects of history, culture, 
government, modern technological innovations and of course retailing.  

Wednesday 2nd April	 Tokyo to Otaru

Transfer to Haneda for the flight to Chitose, then travel to Otaru, Dunedin’s sister 
city.   Accommodation is at Authent Hotel or in homestays provided by the Otaru 
community. 

Thursday 3rd April	 Otaru

Enjoy the relaxed and friendly atmosphere of this picturesque and historic coastal 
city.   

Friday 4th April	 Otaru

Our final full day in Japan is free.  Time to relax, or explore other parts of  
Hokkaido. Visit the prefectural capital Sapporo, nearby Eniwa with its innovative 
and successful ‘Timaru Shop’, scenic Lake Toya or the bustling port city of 
Tomakomai, sister city of Napier.

Saturday 5th April	 Otaru to Tokyo

Early afternoon transfer to Chitose Airport for the flight to Narita and overnight 
return home.

Sunday 6th April	 Arrive Auckland

For further details contact Brian Cross at Sister Cities New Zealand Inc. 
at 04 5863145 or brian@sistercities.org.nz


